
 
 

CSULB – Education Specialist Credential Program (From CTC, 2010 adopted 2014) Page 1 
 

Vision: 
Equity & Excellence in Education 
 

Mission: 
The College of Education at CSULB is a learning and teaching community that prepares professional 
educators and practitioners who promote equity and excellence in diverse urban settings through 
effective pedagogy, evidence-based practices, collaboration, leadership, innovation, scholarship, and 
advocacy.  

 
Teaching Performance Expectations for the 
Education Specialist Credential Program 
 
Teacher Performance Expectations for Education Specialist Preliminary Teaching Credential Programs 
from the General Education Teacher Performance Expectations (TPEs), were established in 1998 and 
language was added in 2010 to include Education Specialists. In 2013 the TPEs were revised for 
Education Specialists to align with Common Core State Standards and to articulate the understandings 
and abilities of Education Specialists to build a foundation for college and career readiness including 
adult independence for students with disabilities from birth to age 22 (CTC, 2014). The TPEs for 
Education Specialist are broken into 6 major areas, with multiple subsections (sections expand – use 
dropdown arrow) for specific age ranges or subject matter.  There are 13 different TPEs, and these have 
been linked to the California State University, Long Beach Education Specialist Preliminary Credential 
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understand basic mathematical computations, concepts, and symbols, to use them to solve common 
problems, and to apply them to novel problems. They help students understand different mathematical 
topics and make connections among them. Candidates help students solve real-world problems using 
mathematical reasoning and concrete, verbal, symbolic, and graphic representations. They provide a 
secure environment for taking intellectual risks and approaching problems in multiple ways. Candidates 
model and encourage students to use multiple ways of approaching mathematical problems, and they 
encourage discussion of different solution strategies. They foster positive attitudes toward mathematics, 
and encourage student curiosity, flexibility, and persistence in solving mathematical problems. 
Additionally, Single Subject Candidates help students in Grades 7-12 to understand mathematics as a 
logical system that includes definitions, axioms, and theorems, and to understand and use mathematical 
notation and advanced symbols. They assign and assess work through progress-monitoring and 
summative assessments that include illustrations of student thinking such as open-ended questions, 
investigations, and projects. 

 

Teaching Science in a Single Subject Assignment 
Candidates for a Single Subject Teaching Credential in Science demonstrate the ability to teach the 
state-adopted academic content standards for students in science (7-12). They balance the focus of 
instruction between science information, concepts and principles. Their explanations, demonstrations 
and class activities serve to illustrate science concepts, and principles, scientific investigation, and 
experimentation. Candidates emphasize the importance of accuracy, 
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various health topics. They apply a variety of risk assessment skills and prevention strategies to health- 
related issues. Candidates demonstrate effective communication and advocacy skills as they relate to 
personal, family, and community health and health education needs in order to effectively motivate 
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Teaching Language Other Than English in a Single Subject Assignment 
Candidates for a Single Subject Teaching Credential in Languages Other Than English demonstrate the 
ability to teach the state-adopted academic content standards as outlined in the Foreign Language 
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Candidates understand how to familiarize students with the format of standardized tests. They know 
how to appropriately administer standardized tests, including when to make accommodations for 
students with special needs. They know how to accurately interpret assessment results of individuals 
and groups in order to develop and modify instruction. 
Candidates interpret assessment data to identify the level of proficiency of English language learners in 
English as well as in the students’ primary language. They give students specific, timely feedback on their 
learning, and maintain accurate records summarizing student achievement. They are able to explain, to 
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They ensure that the active and equitable participation of all students. They ensure that students 
understand what they are to do during instruction and monitor student progress toward academic 
goals. If students are struggling and off-task, candidates examine why and use strategies to re-engage 
them. Candidates encourage students to share and examine points of view during lessons. They use 
community resources, student experiences, and applied learning activities to make instruction relevant. 
They extend the intellectual quality of student thinking by asking stimulating questions and challenging 
student ideas. Candidates teach students to respond to and frame meaningful questions. 
Education Specialists demonstrate the ability to provide students with opportunities to engage in 
academic and social pursuits based on the student’s developmental and functioning levels. 
Candidates develop strategies that will allow students to foster their independence, practice self-
determination and engage in pragmatic interaction skills. 

 

TPE 6: Developmentally Appropriate Teaching Practices 
Link with Competency 3, 4 & 5 

Background information for TPE 6: TPEs describe knowledge, skills, and abilities for all credential 
candidates, and they underscore the importance of generically-effective strategies for teaching a broad 
range of students. The purpose of TPE 6 is to establish additional expectations that are of greatest 
importance in teaching students at distinct stages of child and adolescent development. It is not the 
intent of TPE 6 to describe practices that are appropriate or effective only at one developmental level. 
This TPE describes professional practices that are most commonly used and needed for students in each 
major phase of schooling, grades K-3, 4-8, and 9-12.  
 

TPE 6A: Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Grades K-3 
During teaching assignments in Grades K-3, candidates for a Multiple Subject Teaching 
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Candidates for a Teaching Credential know and apply pedagogical theories, principles and practices for 
the development of academic language, comprehension, and knowledge in the subjects of the core 
curriculum. They use systematic instructional strategies, including contextualizing key concepts, to make 
grade-appropriate or advanced curriculum content comprehensible to English learners. They allow 
students to express meaning in a variety of ways, including in their first language, and, if available, 
manage first language support such as para-educators, peers, and books.2 They use questioning 
strategies that model or represent familiar English grammatical constructions. They make learning 
strategies explicit. 
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They are aware of and act in accordance with ethical considerations and they model ethical behaviors 
for students. Candidates understand and honor all laws relating to professional misconduct and moral 
fitness. 
 


