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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 P re am ble  
Stude nt s at CSUL B earn highly value d degre es by comple t ing at least two pro gram s: their de gre e 
pro gram (majo r) and CSULB’s Gene ral Educat io n (GE) Pro gram. While the majo r fo cuse s on discipline - 
specific educat io n and some t ime s prepare s stude nt s fo r specific pro fe s s io ns, the GE Pro gram teache s a 
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2.0 STRUCTURE OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
T he GE Pro gram is organized as three seque nt ial stages.  

�x T he first is the Foundation: fo ur co urses designe d to pro v ide fundame nt al learning  skills.  
�x T he seco nd is Explorations : nine co urse s (exce pt when a tent h co urse in labo rato ry  activ ity 

is allow e d as describe d in Sect io n 3.2.2.1 below) dist ribut e d across the curric ulum that are 
inte nde d to prov ide an oppo rt unit y to explo re the vario us way of acquiring and exam ining 
kno w le dge while co nt inuing to deve lo p learning skills.  

�x T he third is Upper-Division GE Courses : thre e co urse s designe d to inte grate kno wle dge 
and skills dev e lo pe d ea rlie r in the  curric ulum.  

In com ple t ing the Fo undat io n, Explo rat io ns, and Upper -Div isio n stage s of the GE Pro gram, all stude nts 
must com ple te the dist ribut io n patt e rn describe d in Sect io n 3.0 belo w. At the uppe r -div isio n leve l, 
stude nt s must take one thre e- unit co urse each in Areas B, C, and D. These co urses sho uld be take n 
eithe r at Califo rnia State Univ e rs ity, Long Beach or ano t he r Califo rnia Stat e Unive rs it y cam pus. In orde r 
to bring co he re nc e to the Uppe r -Div isio n GE Co urse s and the entire GE Pro gram, st ude nt s may pursue a 
Co nce nt rat io n of co urse s (see belo w Sect io n 5.0).  

 
2.1 Ac ade m ic Preparat io n  
All stude nt s are asse ss e d fo r readine s s fo r baccalaureat e -lev e l wo rk in writ te n comm unic at io n in English 
and mathem at ic s/quant it at iv e reaso ning. Stude nt s who have d emo ns t rate d a need fo r addit io nal 
suppo rt in writ t e n comm unic at io n in Englis h and mathe m at ic s/quant itat ive reaso ning will be place d in 
co urse s that prov ide such acade m ic suppo rt, for inst anc e thro ugh co -requisit e s or stre tc h co m po ne nt s, 
as mandate d in CSU Executiv e Orde r 1110 on Asse ssme nt of Academ ic Preparat ion (EO 1110).  

 
2.2 Fo undat io n  
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Course s must meet two sets of crit e ria: the gene ral crit e ria fo r what co nst it ut e s a GE Co urs e, and the 
specific crit e ria fo r the Area or Subare a in which they are being cert ifie d.  

 
3.1 Ge ne ral Crite ria  
All co urses in the GE Pro gram must demo ns t rably enco urage dev e lo pm e nt of acade m ic skills. GE 
Co urse s sho uld include, as an inte gral com po ne nt of teach ing, sensit iv ity to differe nt po ints of view and 
div e rs e learning metho ds.  

 
When reque st ing GE cert ific at io n fo r a cert ain Area or Subare a a co urse may be the only expo sure a 
stude nt gets to that Area or Subare a. The co urse as a who le — and no t the gene ral to pic or discipline —  
must be appro priate to that Area or Subare a and taught at the univ ers it y lev e l. Rathe r than GE being an 
afte rt ho ught to make a co urse fit into that Area or Subare a, with just perfunc to ry treatm e nt or minim al 
co ve rage of the Area or Subare a, a course must be creat e d aro und the co nce pt of co ve ring GE explic it ly, 
dire c t ly, tho ro ughly, and signific ant ly, inte grat ing the Area or Subare a thro ugho ut the co urse. The 
co urse may sim ult aneo us ly cov e r discipline -specific mate rial; how ev e r, that mate rial must be inte grat e d 
with the GE co nte nt.  
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3.2 L ow e r -Div isio n  Co urse s 
3.2.1 Are a A, English Language Co mm unic at io n and Crit ic al Think ing 
3.2.1.1 D is t ribut io n  

Stude nt s must com ple te nine unit s in Area A, English Language Comm unic at io n and Crit ic al Think ing 
(all co urse s at the low e r- div isio n leve l), as fo llow s:  

�x Are a A1: Thre e unit s cho sen from approv e d co urse s in Oral Comm unic at io n.  
�x Are a A2: Thre e unit s cho sen fr om approv e d co urse s in Writ te n  Comm unic at io n.  
�x Are a A3: Thre e unit s cho sen from approv e d co urse s in Crit ic al  Think ing.  

3.2.1.2 Crit e ria  
3.2.1.2.1 Crit e ria fo r Subare as A1, Oral Comm unic at io n, and A2, Writte n  Comm unic at io n  

Co urse s in fulfillme nt of Subare as A1 and A2 will dev e lo p stude nts ’ kno w le dge and 
unde rs t anding of the form, conte nt, conte x t, and effec t iv e ne s s of comm unic at ion. Stude nt s will 
exam ine com m unic at io n fro m the rheto ric al perspe c t iv e by pract ic ing accuracy, reaso ning, 
organizat io n, and persuas io n. Stude nt s will  enhance their info rm at io n literac y skills by 
dev e lo ping their abilit ie s to find, crit ic ally ev aluat e, organize, and repo rt info rm at io n, and by 
reading, writ ing, and list e ning effe c t iv e ly. Inst ruc t io n will prov ide an unde rst anding of the 
psy cho lo gic al basis and social signific anc e of com m unic at io n, including ho w comm unic at io n 
operate s in vario us situat ions.  

3.2.1.2.1.1 Crit e ria fo r Subare a A1, Oral Co mm unic at io n  
Co urse s in fulfillme nt of Subare a A1 will dev e lo p stude nt s ’ pro fic ie ncy in oral comm unic at io n in 
Englis h. Co
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units.  
�x Are a B4: Thre e unit s chosen from approv e d co urse s in Mathem at ic s/Quant it at ive 

Reaso ning.  
�x Are a B- UD: Thre e unit s chose n from any uppe r -div ision co urse in Area  B.  

3.2.2.2 Crit e ria  
3.2.2.2.1 Crit e ria fo r Subare as B1, Physic al Scie nc e, B2, Life Scienc e, and B3, Labo rato ry  Course  

In Subare as B1, B2, and B3, stude nt s will dev e lo p know le dge of scie nt ific theo ries, conce pt s, and 
data abo ut bo th liv ing and no n -liv ing syst em s. Stude nt s will achie ve an unde rst anding and 
appre c iat io n of scie nt ific princ iple s and the scie nt ific metho d. The  pote nt ial lim its of scie nt ific 
ende avo rs and the value syst em s and ethic s asso c iat ed with hum an inquiry may also be 
explo re d as appro priat e fo r the co urse. Where ve r appro priat e, course s may addres s the 
influe nc e that the acquis it io n of scie nt ific kno w le dg e has had on the dev e lo pment of the wo rld's 
civ ilizat io ns.  

3.2.2.2.1.1 Crit e ria fo r Subare a B1, Physic al Scie nc e  
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contem po rary dynam ic s of the Am eric an preside ncy, the  Unit e d Stat e s Co ngre s s and the 
fede ral judic iary ;  

�x an intro duc t io n to co nst it ut io nally and legislat iv e ly establis he d adm inis t rat ive  and 
regulat o ry  inst it ut io ns ;  

�x an analy s is of bure auc rac ies and their im pac t on citizens at the natio nal, stat e, and lo cal 
lev e ls;  

�x an analy s is of the US citizenry, including demo graphy, polit ic al cult ure, public opinio n and 
po lit ic al  
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3.3.1 Co urs e s reque st ing cert ificat io n at the uppe r -div isio n lev e l must meet the gene ral crit e ria fo r GE 
Co urse s artic ulate d in Sect io n 3.1, the co nt e nt crite ria of at least one of the Subare as, and t he 
gene ral uppe r -div isio n crite ria fo r GE Co urse s artic ulat e d in this S ect io n (3.3). Howeve r, these 
co urse s will only be cate gorize d as B- UD, C -UD, and  D -UD.  

3.3.2 E ac h UD GE cate go ry must offe r co urse s inte nde d fo r stude nt s witho ut prio r expe rie nc e in the 
discipline beyo nd an intro duc t o ry co urse. Uppe r -div isio n co urse may have pre re quis it e s that are 
no t on the Gene ral Educat io n Mast e r Co urse List (i.e., discipline -specific  prere quis it e s).  

3.3.3 All co urses approv e d fo r Area C at the uppe r -
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To com ple te a Co nce nt rat io n, stude nt s must :  
4.1.4 de c lare the  
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Except in the case of co urse s that hav e not yet been offe re d, depart me nt s may be aske d to 


