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By Rick Gloady

Thomas Gufrey, a longtime lecturer in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, has been named
one of America’s top undergraduate professors by The Princeton Review in its newest guidebook, The
Best 300 Professors, which was released April 3.
Published in partnership with RateMyProfessors.com, the highest-trafficked college professor ratings

site in the U.S., The Best 300 Professorsprofiles outstanding faculty at 122 colleges. According to The
Princeton Review, all of the professors won high praise from their most important audiences—the
undergraduate students they teach and inspire, class after class, year after year, in fields that range from
ancient studies to neuroscience to sports management.

An educator for more than 40
years, Gufrey has taught at CSULB for
35 years (since 1977), and much of that
time has been spent teaching one
course, Chem 100. According to his
“professor profile” in the guidebook,
“…he looks for students whose love of
chemistry is buried so deep inside
them, they don’t know they have it.”
He says his job is to “un-bury” that
love of chemistry.

“There are many people more
deserving than I, but it is still a very
nice honor to receive,” Gufrey said of
his selection. “It is an honor to work
with young kids. I try to show them
how neat chemistry is in today’s world,
and I try to treat them with dignity and
decency. The truth is, I get to do a job
that I love to do, and being an old
geezer like I am, it is great being
around young people.”

His professor profile states, “In
his legendary demonstrations, he uses
humor, songs and poems, and treats
students with respect. And, he says,
‘Frankly, I make it very easy to do well
if students show up and really try. It’s
half chemistry, logic and critical
thinking, but half of it is appreciating
how important chemistry is.”

“He is a great instructor, very
entertaining,” said department chair Kris Slowinski. “Tom has been here for many, many years. He’s very
interactive, a good showman, and he is very popular among the students. He is truly enthusiastic about
chemistry, and that’s very important.”

His profile also includes comments from students who describe him as a “real goofball” who is “big on
explosions” and awards bonus points to students for all sorts of contributions.

Gufrey admits that he is obsessed with chemistry, and that fact comes through in his demonstrations.
He also says that humor is very, very important when it comes to helping students learn chemistry, as is
getting them involved in the subject. At the same time, he said he tries to teach students a little about life in
general and what he thinks is important.

“First, I try to tell them that being a decent human ththt i uhtb ht enI t  u be  tth T–2bZdhjfLbLTd2[TrUh]TSUc2bZgfbjgiTd2[TnUg]T2bZgbfeLbLTd2[TnUg]T–2bZgehgLbLTd2[TtUh]T–o2bZcifcLbLTd2[TtUh]TT–2bZgcbT–2bZchjd[ThgdbZfefgLbLTd2[TeUh]Tbs]T–2bZebjgLbLTd2[nbbpgc]T–2bZcifcLbLTd2[TtUh]T–ec2bZgf]T–2igikjjLbLTd2[TnUccZedjgLbLTd2[ThUh]T–2bhd2[TtUhLbLTd2[TnUg]T–2bZgehgLbLTd2[[TaUh]T–2bZgcbT–2bZchjd[ThgkbZgbfeLbLTTd2[[TaUh]T–2bZgdcfLbLTd2[nbbpgc]2bZgbfeLbLTd2[TnUg]T–vUckefheLbLfkehgLbLTd22bZgbfeLbLTd2[TnUg]T–rUT–2bZcifcLbLTd2[TtUh]T–ckefheLbLTTd2[[TaUh][TnUg]T–2bZgehgLbLTd2T–2bZgcbT–2bZchjd[Thg2bZgbfeLbLTd2[TnUg]T–2bZgcbfLebLTd2[pUh]T–2bZgbZfhcLbLTd2LTd2[TaU–2bZgehgLbLTd2[[TaUh]T–2bZgcbfLbLTd2[TnUg]T–2bZgehgLbLTd2[TtUh]T–T–2bZcifcLbLTd2[TtUh]–2bZgcbfLbLTd2[TnUg]Ts2bZedjgLbLTd2[ThUh]TbLTd2[TnUg]T–22bZdhjfxjZfhcLbLTd2[TuUcc]T–2s2bZedjgLbLTd2[ThUh]Thd2[TtUhLbLTd2[TnUg]T[TnUg]T–2bZgehgLbLTd2ubZgcbfLbLTd2[TnUg]T2T–2bZgcbTLbLTd2[TtUh]dbZfefgLbLTd2[TeUh]Tbs]T–2bZcifcLbLTd2[TdUh]T–2bZgfheLbLTd2[TeUh2–2bZggds2bZgcbfLbLTd2–2bZggds2bZgcbfLbLTd2c]c2bZfkceLbLTd2[TiUcc2bZgbfeLbLTd2[TnUg]T–cbZgehgLbLTd2[TtUh]T–ZgbZfhcLbLTd2LTd2[TaUT–2bZcifcLbLTd2[TbUh]T–2bZgfcfLbLTd2[TeUhT2bZgbfeLbLTd2[TnUg]T–2bZgcbfLebLTd2[p
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The Chemistry and Biochemistry Department welcomed Dr. Jason 
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Department Upgrades 
NMR Instruments

The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry recently acquired a new 300 MHz nuclear
magnetic resonance spectrometer for use in the teaching laboratories and has upgraded
its 400 MHz instrument.
Nuclear magnetic resonance, or NMR as most chemists and biochemists know it, is so much

an integral part of modern chemistry that a working NMR spectrometer is the only piece of instru -
mentation specifically required by the American Chemical Society’s Committee on Professional
Education for ACS certified degree programs. No longer just a structure identification tool for organic
chemists, NMR has broad application in organic, inorganic, physical and biochemical laboratories.

The department has continually worked to provide graduates with NMR training appro-
priate to the current technology. Some readers may remember the 60 MHz NMR that was
housed in the instrument rooms between the Henderson Organic Labs 
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Dr. Roger Acey
It has been a very exciting year for my

research group. There are three ongoing projects
in the lab. One is to determine the role of butyryl -
 cholinesterase (BuChE) in neuron development.
The second is to develop unique BuChE inhibitors
as a potential therapeutic for the treatment of
Alzheimer’s disease. This project is in conjunction
with Dr. Kensaku Nakayama. We have begun
animal studies to determine the in vivo
pharmacological effects of the compounds. The
third project involves the development of water
purification technology using a unique metal
binding protein known as metallothionein (MT). I

am pleased that Dr. Stephen Mezyk has decided
to collaborate with us on the project.    

Four undergraduate students joined the lab
this year. Josh Feng and George Lara are working
on the BuChE inhibitor project, Matthew Kunicki
is looking at BuChE expression in stem cell dif f -
erentiation and Phuc “Sam” Nguyen is working
with MT. We also welcomed two Whitney Highnts join•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OlPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OlPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/d/[OlPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[ObP[bX]•t/TXaUa[cYGTXUZZZZG•n/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXaObP[bX]•/[OuPXW]•t/G•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWGT/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGW]•t/O-P•j/TXaUZ‘aGTXUZZZZG•n/[OePXW]•t/WUXUZZZZG•n/[OePXW]•t/WUX/[OPPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•dyd/[OgPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OhP]WW]•t/TX‘UccGWGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[OxPXW]•t/WU[ZZbd/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]ccGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OwPXW]•t/WU‘a[bGWG/[OPPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[YbGWG•d/[]UccWZ•t/WUaZXGWG•d/Kd/[OlPXW]P hi f
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Reports from FacultyReports from Faculty

degree program, maintained a 4.0 in her course
work and was awarded the John and Elizabeth
Leonard Scholarship for the 2012-13 academic
year.

I have been involved in teaching the
advanced organic laboratory course (CHEM 420)
since fall 2007. Every semester, I try to incor -
porate reactions from the literature into the
course curriculum to give students an oppor -
tunity to ponder “real-world” examples in the
lecture and lab. I've continued to also teach the
CHEM 322 series, the two-semester organic
chemistry lecture sequence for bioscience majors.
The course has its own challenges, but I enjoy
applying Dr. Don Paulson’s (retired, Cal State L.A.)
active learning strategy in its instruction.

Dr. Vas Narayanaswami
Occasionally, I complain that my students

move at glacial speed. Thanks to global warming,
glaciers are moving faster nowadays, and looking
back, it seems like the students are keeping pace
with them! Read on to find out what a bunch of
jetsetters we have in our group.

We welcomed the new M.S. biochemistry
student Shweta Kothari, who joined our group
in early spring. We also hosted three NSCI 160
freshmen, who spent the semester tagging
students in our lab. One of them, Patricia Nguyen,
won the LSAMP summer fellowship award to
continue working in our group during summer
2012.

In late spring, we bid farewell to graduate
student Gursharan Bains, who successfully
defended her M.S. thesis. She coy/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OcPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•dOrPXW]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[Og•t/WUbW[GWG•d/[OePXW]•t•t/cGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZUZYYbGWG•d/jcGWG•d/[OOcPXW]•t/WU[WUXc[XGWG•d/[OsT‘Z•d/[OrPZWh[a]/TX]U]a‘bGTXU/cGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZUZvcGWG•d/[OkPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUY[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[OwPXW]•t/WU‘[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]/cGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[ctcGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUY[XGWG•d/[OcPXW]•t/WU[XlbGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUY[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGY]cG•d/VpXGXG•f[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[nGWG•d/[fWMPXW]•t/WUab[XGWG•d/[OcOePXW]•t•t‘XGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYVcGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZTcGWG•d/[OkPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•d/[OXW]•t/WU[c‘XGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYVcGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZgPZWG•d/[VpYGXG•f[fW]]XW]•t/WUXciXGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcZZZZG•n/[O2PXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWlh[a]•t/WU[]ZXGWYG•d/[[OtacY]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[O1PXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcuXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OsPXW]•t/WUZU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[fbGWG•d/[OraUaWX]]/TX]U]a‘bGTXUpXGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[ycGWG•d/[OkPXW]•t/WU[X/cGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZUZZbGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcZZZZG•n/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]ccGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OdPXW]•t/WU[ycGWG•d/[OkPXW]•t/WU[[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcccGWG•d/[OpPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZW[XGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[tcGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ciXGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXccZZZG•n/[OcPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WUfXGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZW[XGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZWZXGWG•d/[OmPXW]•t/WUa[cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYiXGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUY]bGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU.GWG•d/[O.PXW]•t/WUXcZcGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OSPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcccGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXZWG•d/[OrPZY‘XW]/TX]U]a‘bGTXUvcGWG•d/[OkPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUY[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[OwPXW]•t/WU‘W[cGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OgPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[cGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WUdcGWG•d/[OdPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WUsZZZG•n/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]ccGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYaXGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZWycGWG•d/[OkPXW]•t/WU[[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[cGWG•d/[OsPXW]•t/WUZU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ccZZZG•n/[OcPXW]•t/WU[X[XGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WUZZbGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OfPXW]•t/WUZWYbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WUZZbGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcjXGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUY]bGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[bbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[sXGWG•d/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]ccGWG•d/[O.PXW]•t/WUXcZcGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcWPYcG•d/WUbW[XW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]lcGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]YbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcZZZZG•n/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]‘cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[OiPXW]•t/WUYdbGWG•d/[OoaUa[Z]]/TX]U]a‘bGTXU[XGWG•d/[OgPXW]•t/WU[]bGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[]bGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[dbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[bbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[ybGWG•d/[OcPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXcVXGWG•d/[OGWXW]•t/WUY[iXGWG•d/[OlPXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[nGWG•d/[fW]‘[XW]•t/WU‘cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YbGWG•d/[OoPXW]•t/WU[acGWG•d/[fWahXW]•t/WUXcZcGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUX[aXGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WUZbGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OdPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZrXGWG•d/[OfPXW]•t/WUZW[XGWG•d/[OgPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OrPXW]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[OdPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OaPXW]•t/WU[]YcGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘]]•t/WUXc[XGWG•d/[OsPXW]•t/WUZ]ccGWG•d/[OtPXW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OdPXW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OePXW]•t/WU[ZZbGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cU]aG•d/ZOcPXW]aZUXbX‘]]bGTXU[XGWG•d/[OfPXWZW]•t/WU[aXGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WU[YbGWG•d/[OoPWc‘]•t/WUZWZXGWG•d/[OmPW[fWWh‘]]•ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tYbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]bYbGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WUZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tlcGWG•d/[OiPW[fWWh‘]]•U[cGWG•d/[OaPXbPXW]•t/WUbP[G•d/[fWlZ[WW]•t/WUZ]ccGWG•d/[fWahXb‘]•t/WUZZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•t[cGWG•d/[OaPXbPXW]•t/WU[XGWG•d/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•t[XGWG•d/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•YYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/Wt[cGWG•d/[OaPXbPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OdPWc]]•t/WU]b[XGWG•d/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tYbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b[XGWG•d/[OfPXWZW]•t/WU[[XGWG•d/[OfPXWZW]•t/WUZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•ttcGWG•d/[OtPXa]]•t/WU]bYbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tRXGWG•d/[OGYW[]OcPXW]•t/WU[X]bGWG•dOrPXW]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]]•t/WU]b[XGWG•d/[OgPWc]]•t/WU]becGWG•d/[OePXW]]•t/WU]baXGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WU[[XGWG•d/[OsPXb‘]•t/WUZZZcGWG•d/[fWahXb‘]•t/WUZZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]]•t/WU]bYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePZYrPX•t/WUWa‘b‘aXGTXUZZZZG•n/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•Y/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]OcPXW]•t[cGWG•d/[OaPXbPXW]•t/WU/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]OcPXW]•t[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tuXGWG•d/[OuPXW]•t/WUZbGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WUiXGWG•d/[OlPW[fWWh‘]]•UvbGWG•d/[OcPXaW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OePXW]]•t/WU]baXGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WU[[XGWG•d/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•UiXGWG•d/[OlPW[fWWh‘]]•U/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]]•t/WU]bybGWG•d/[OcPXaW]•t/WUZZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tYbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b[XGWG•d/[OfPXWZW]•t/WUZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tNbGWG•d/[OwXcXW]•t/WUY[[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WtwbGWG•d/[OwPXWXW]•t/WUYZXGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tJXGWG•d/[Of[XW]•t/WUY[[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WtaXGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WU[[XGWG•d/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•UYbGWG•d/[OePXW]]•t/WU]byP‘G•d/[[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•ZZcGWG•d/[fWahXb‘]•t/WUZZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•t[XGWG•d/[OfPXWZW]•t/WU[YbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b[cGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WUZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tacGWG•d/[OaPXbPXW]•t/WUYcGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tMXGWG•d/[OMPXW]•t/WUab]cGWG•d/[O.PX[]OcPXW]•tSbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b]cGWG•d/[O.PX[]OcPXW]•U[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tdXGWG•d/[OgPWc]]•t/WU]becGWG•d/[OePXW]]•t/WU]bgbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b[cGWG•d/[OrPXW[XW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]]•t/WU]becGWG•d/[OeP[b][aW]/WUWa‘b‘aXGTXUiXGWG•d/[OlPW[fWWUWWWWWa]OXGTXUncGWG•d/[OnPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tfXGWG•d/[OfPXWZW]•t/WU[YbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]bYbGWG•d/[OoPWc‘]•t/WUZWdXGWG•d/[OgPWc]]•t/WU]U[cGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tcbGWG•d/[OcPXaW]•t/WUZYYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WtmXGWG•d/[OmPW[fWWh‘]]•UiXGWG•d/[OlPW[fWWh‘]]•UsZZZG•n/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•Y/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]]•t/WU]baXGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WU[yP‘G•d/[[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•b]cGWG•d/[O.PX[]OcPXW]•U[cGY]cG•d/T[U‘XWa[]/WUWa‘b[OXGTXUWPYcG•d/WUbW/[fWWh‘]]•t[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tYbGWG•d/[OhPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OaPXbPXW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OdPWc]]•t/WU]ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•tgbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]bYbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]bYbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b[cGWG•d/[OdPWc]]•t/WU]ZZbGWG•d/[fWWh‘WfWWh‘]]•t[cGWG•d/[OrPXW[XW]•t/WU[cGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WUpbGWG•d/[OoPWc]]•t/WU]b[cGWG•d/[OrPXWZW]•t/WUU[cGWG•d/[OePXW]]•t/WU]b[XGWG•d/[OsPXbfWWh‘]]•UYbGWG•d/[OePXW[XW]•t/WUnWU[X]bGWG•dOrPXW]•t/WUZW[cGWG•d/a]]•t/WU]b[cGWG•d/[OaPXbl n  at   he  2
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Reports from FacultyReports from Faculty
(check out the amazing pictures that Katie
Feher took on the confocal Olympus micro-
scope). We received more good news at the
beginning of the year in the form of NIH fund-
ing for four years to study peptides as nano -
carriers for delivery of cancer drugs. There are
several students involved in this project, but
Aparna Shinde worked especially hard on
studying uptake of the carrier to the nucleus
and carrier digestion by serum enzymes. We
are ready (almost) to suY[fWG•d/[OoP]•t/WU[bWc‘GWG/WU[bWc‘GWG•dW/WU[[Zb[GWG•d/[OsP]•t/i( t s re e
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scholarships, marking the second year in a row
that the Sorin lab had two W&P Scholars. Erik,
who will soon be working on a manuscript or
two of his own, was also this year’s Glenn M.
Nagel Undergraduate Research Fellow, and Kim,
currently analyzing her own data set, was
awarded a 2012 BP America Scholarship. The
support that Sorin lab students received this
year has thus kept my students and me energized
and looking forward to further accomplishments
in 2012-13, with several new lab members by
our side. M.S. chemistry student Linh Nguyen
and biochemistry undergraduates Nguyen
Nguyen and Emilio Robles are now in the lab
with us full time this summer!

While working alongside this group of
very ambitious and talented undergraduate
and graduate students, I’m also having fun

teaching CHEM 361, our chemical communi-
cations course, for the first time this summer.
For the second year in a row, I had a great
time spending the year with a large number
of our majors moving through the CHEM
377A/B sequence, which was very rewarding
and allowed me to get to know some of our
majors quite well (a couple of whom stayed
on for my summer CHEM 361 class!). My
teaching experiences at CSULB never fail to
“shock and awe” me, and I’m looking forward
to meeting next year’s crop of aspiring
chemists and biochemists.     

I also remained extremely busy on the
service front this year, as I continued to
maintain the department’s website and serve
on the CSULB Academic Senate; developed
and planned our first annual New Graduate
Student Orientation event; served on our
bioorganic faculty search committee; and
was added to the editorial board of two jour-
nals this year, OMICS Bioenergetics and the



2011-12

16

Dr. Roger Acey

• Acey, R.A., B. Harpham, and M. Mustillo. 2010.
Metal binding proteins and associated methods.
Japanese Patent Number 2003-526941. 

• Acey, R.A., B. Harpham, and M. Mustillo. 2011.
Metal binding proteins and associated methods.
Canadian Patent Number 2,471,838.

• Acey, R.A., B. Harpham, and M. Mustillo. Metal
binding proteins and associated methods.
Chinese Patent Number 02822019.6.

Dr. Christopher Brazier

• Brazier, C.R., and J.I. Ruiz. 2011. The first spec-
troscopic observation of germanium carbide. J.
Mol. Spectrosc. 270, 26-32.

• Song, Y., M. Lucas, M. Alcaraz, J. Zhang, and 
C. Brazier. 2012. Ultraviolet photodissociation
dynamics of the phenyl radical. J. Chem. Phys.
136, 044308 1-10.

Dr. Xianhui Bu

• Wu, T., X. Bu, X. Zhao, R. Khazhakyan, and P.
Feng. 2011. Phase selection and site-selective
distribution by tin and sulfur in supertetrahedral
zinc gallium selenides. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 133,
9616-9625.

• Zheng, S., T. Wu, B. Irfanoglu, F. Zuo, P. Feng,
and X. Bu. 2011. Multi-component self-assembly
of a nested Co24@Co48 metal organic polyhe-
dral framework. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 50, 8034-
8037.  

• Zhao, X., T. Wu, X. Bu, and P. Feng. 2011. A
mixed ligand route for construction of tetrahe-
drally coordinated porous lithium frameworks.
Dalton Trans. 40, 8072-8074. 

• Zheng, S., J.J. Bu, T. Wu, C. Chou, P. Feng, and
X. Bu. 2011. Porous indium-organic frameworks
and systematization of structural building
blocks. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 50, a )r h ldi  20‘•d/[OgP]•t/WU[bXGWG•d/[fWah]•t/WUYWZcGWG•d/[fWWhTXYc•t/WUZ‘ccGWG•d/[OyP]•t/WU[Y]bGWG•d/[OgnP]•t/WU]GWG•d/[OdP[bX]•t/TXbU[ZY]GTXUY]G•n/[OXP]•t/WU]XbbGWG•d/HY, n.
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• Mincher, B.J., M. Precek, G. Elias, S.P. Mezyk,
L.R. Martin, and A. Paulenova. The redox
chemistry of neptunium in γ-irradiated aque-
ous nitric acid. Radiochimica Acta, in press.

• Mezyk, S.P., B. Razavi, K.L. Swancutt, C.R. Cox,
and J.J. Kiddle. Radical-based destruction of
nitramines in water: Kinetics and efficiencies
of hydroxyl radical and hydrated electron reac-
tions. J. Phys. Chem. A, in press.

Dr. Kensaku Nakayama

• Carey, T., K. Nakaya , . e
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Robert B. Henderson Award 
Dr. Robert B. Henderson, a distinguished scientist

and teacher of organic and general chemistry, was a
founding member of the Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry and taught from 1955-82. He served as
chair of Physical Sciences and associate dean of the
college. This award is given to a student best exempli-
fying Henderson’s scholarship and commitment to the
profession of chemistry. This year’s award of $1,000
was presented to Carolyn K
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INDIVIDUALS

Silverio P. Arano, ’96

Elliott Berkihiser, ’72

Tersa Marsi Bothman

Reid H. Bowman, Ph.D., ’69

Norman R. Byrd, Ph.D.

Ray Calloway, ’77

Mr. and Mrs. Ron
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