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Laura Kingsford

Despite the economic downturn and worries about budgets, lots of good
things are happening in the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics,
and I’m very optimistic about our future. One of the things we are all
enjoying is watching the construction of our new Hall of Science. Last
June, we held a “Wake” to say goodbye to PH3 before the building was

demolished over the summer. Then on Oct. 3, we held the ground-breaking ceremony for the
Hall of Science. As I write this in December, there is a huge hole in the ground, about 20-30
feet deep surrounded by retaining walls. In about two weeks, the contractors will start the
foundation. Complete funding for this building was acquired prior to the economic downturn, so
we are happy to know that construction will continue. At a cost of $105 million, it will be one
of the largest science buildings in the CSU system (164,000 square feet) and, along with the
Molecular and Life Sciences Center (MLSC) and Microbiology Building, will give us an outstand-
ing science complex. The building is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2011, and we
anticipate moving in that summer. Part of the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry is
housed in MLSC, and the rest of the department, including the department office, will be locat-
ed in the new Hall of Science when it is completed. If you want to watch the construction,
you can access a webcam at http://www.csulb.edu/projects/ph3/cameras/index.html.

CSULB again is ranked first among master’s degree granting colleges and universities who
produce the highest number of baccalaureate students who go on to doctorate (Ph.D.) degrees
in science or engineering in the United States. The last “Baccalaureate Origins of U.S. Research
Doctorate Recipients: 1997-06” is part of the annual Survey of Earned Doctorates that tracks
characteristics of doctoral recipients. It is a joint project of the National Science Foundation,
National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Education, National Endowment for the
Humanities, U.S. Department of Agriculture and NASA, in collaboration with the National
Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago. This ranking is a strong indicator of the
quality of the undergraduate students we attract and the many opportunities available for
them to do research here. When they graduate, they are highly competitive for top-notch doc-
toral and health professional programs and go on to become leaders in academia, industry and
government. One of the keys to this success is their engagement in research as undergraduate
students with faculty mentors. When I talk with these students, they are excited, articulate
and knowledgeable about what they are doing—the passion for the process of discovery is
clearly evident. The research they are doing is cutting edge and not trivial. Many are involved
in research projects and doing techniques that funding agencies have considered not doable by
undergraduates. Yet, they are successful. Their work is presented at professional meetings, and
they are published as co-authors with their faculty mentors. We are proud of the accomplish-
ments of our students and the faculty who play a major role in their success.

Just recently, we had a reception and dinner to welcome and honor Dr. Matthew Becker
as the Bert and Ethel Conrey Endowed Chair in Hydrogeology. This is the first endowed chair
in the college and the third in the university. As I indicated to our faculty, I think this signi-
fies a real turning point in our college regarding the emphasis on development and the excel-
lence we can attain with fundraising and the collaborations we set up with our alumni,
industrial/business partners and friends in the community. Recently, we also had the first
naming for our new Hall of Science. One of the two 80-seat lecture halls will be known as
the Georgia Griffiths/GS Software Systems Lecture Hall. Georgia is an alum of the math
department and gave a generous gift of $112,000 to endow a scholarship in the Department
of Mathematics and Statistics. We anticipate that this is the first of many more “namings” to
come. We would welcome any who are interested in a naming opportunity or any other type
of gift giving to contact Maryanne Horton, our director of development in the college. Her
e-mail address is mhorton@csulb.edu, or you may call her at (562) 985-1687.

As always, we thank you—faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends—who have con-
tributed in some way to the teaching and research programs for our students. State funding
only covers part of the cost of educating our students, and it is the collaboration and support
from all of you who help make it possible to provide the high-quality programs for our
students who leave CSULB with highly valued degrees.
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Top photo: MLSC and PH3 buildings before the demolition. Middle pho
President F. King Alexander at the groundbreaking ceremony.



My time as department chair has coincided with a number of signifi-
cant changes in the life of the department. Since 2002, we have hired
several excellent faculty members (Drs. Bu, Marinez, McClain, Myers,
Narayanaswami, Schramm, Shon, Slowinska, Sorin and Weers) who have
brought expertise, diversity of interests and great energy to our depart-
ment. Our faculty are our most important asset, and these newest members have been great
additions. We have also witnessed a large expansion in the number of students taking chem-
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CSULB’s Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry came under new leadership in
fall 2008 as long-time Professor Jeffrey A.
Cohlberg began a three-year term as
department chair.

Cohlberg began his career at Cal State
Long Beach in 1975 after earning his B.A.
in chemistry from Cornell University and
his Ph.D. in biochemistry from UC Berkeley
and serving as a postdoctoral fellow at the
University of Wisconsin.

“I’m a physical biochemist who studies
protein structure and assembly. Most
recently, I’ve been studying an enzyme
called superoxide dismutase (SOD1) that is
involved in ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis) or Lou Gehrig’s disease,” he said. In
order to devote time to his chair’s respon-
sibilities, he will be turning over his
research lab to new faculty member Vas
Narayanaswami.

Having studied SOD1 since 2001,
Cohlberg is writing journal articles about
his research results. “We’ve demonstrated
that certain changes in the protein lead to
deposits called amyloids, and we’ve demon-
strated that mutations in the protein favor
amyloid formation. More specifically, they
make it easier for the protein, which is
normally a dimer, to come apart into single
molecules, which is a step in the aggrega-
tion process. We have some information
about the pathway by which the soluble,
properly folded protein goes through par-
tially unfolded intermediates and eventually
forms amyloid aggregates,” he explained.
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With the weight of the economic downturn
coming down to bear on higher education,
many of the exceptional students who aspire
to obtain a degree in chemistry or biochem-
istry are unable to afford the cost of a
CSULB education without financial assistance.
Tuition has more than doubled since 2002
and increased another 10 percent in 2008. In
addition, most of our students hold down
part-time jobs while attending school.

Consequently, scholarships that support
our students are enormously beneficial to our
department, and their importance to student
success cannot be overstated (see page 1 for
a story about successful alumni who were

scholarship recipients). We are very grateful
to the generous donors who have made
these scholarships possible.

Below are the department’s newest
scholarship offerings and their generous
donors:

NHK Laboratories, Inc. Biochemistry
and Organic Chemistry Award

The NHK Laboratories, Inc. Award is
designed to promote academic excellence in
the areas of biochemistry and organic chem-
istry. In addition to a $1,000 cash award, the
recipient has the opportunity to work for
academic credit as an unpaid intern at NHK’s

analytical laboratory in Santa Fe Springs,
Calif., for four to six weeks on a part-time
basis. NHK works with faculty in the CSULB
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
to develop a suitable work assignment and
ensure that the minimum 120 hours of field
experience required by the three-unit course,
NSCI 492 Internships in Natural Science,
are met.

The award is open to all junior and sen-
ior level chemistry or biochemistry majors
with a minimum 3.0 GPA, who have com-
pleted at least one year of general chemistry,
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Pervitsky is a native of Belarus and
earned his master’s degree at CSULB in the
lab of Professor Lijuan Li. At UC Irvine, he
studied the interaction of nitrosyl hydride
(HNO) with heme proteins such as myoglobin
(Mb) and hemoglobin (Hb) that resulted in
several articles published in the Journal of
the American Chemical Society.

“The first step was a generation of
HNO-Mb with over 90 percent purity by using
a reducing agent,” he explained. “So far, it is
the only published preparation which gives
over 90 percent purity of HNO-Mb. Last year,
my friend Dr. Ravi Kumar and I found another
way of making HNO-Mb, but that preparation
has not yet been submitted for a publication.
After finding a reliable preparation of gener-
ating pure HNO-Mb, we investigated the
interaction between ferrous Mb and HNO
applying flash photolysis techniques.”

“In 2004 we published a paper in which
we investigated the rate of reaction between
ferrous Mb and HNO using 1H NMR tech-
niques (JACS 2004,126(4),1096-1101); howev-
er, the reaction rate between ferric Mb and
HNO was not considered. In addition, we did
not consider the possibility of a side reaction
between generated HNO-Mb and HNO. All of
these were investigated last year. We found

new approaches to determine relative rates
of reaction between HNO and heme proteins.
The results were presented last year at a
regional ACS meeting and submitted to JACS,
but not published yet. We also were the first
group who generated HNO-Hb of over 60
percent purity and assigned proton peaks to
alpha and beta subunits comparing EPR
spectra of HNO-Hb samples of various purity
with EPR spectra of pure NO-Hb. These results
were also presented last year at a regional
meeting, but not submitted yet,” he said.

“In addition to Mb and Hb, we generat-
ed HNO adducts of other heme proteins,
never done before, showing that other heme
proteins form stable HNO addacts. This proj-
ect was done by Dr. Kumar with some of my
help and also presented at a regional meet-

ing last year, with submission to JACS this
summer,” he stated. “Besides working with
proteins, I found a reliable preparation of
synthesis of organic HNO donors.”

Pervitsky is still considering which
research career path to take, possibly in
organic and inorganic synthesis, computa-
tional chemistry or working with proteins. He
recently joined the U.S. Army Medical Corps
as a biochemist, where “I hope that I will
get a chance to continue my study of inter-
action between HNO and hemoglobin.”

As a CSULB student, Pervitsky also was
responsible for supporting his family and was
grateful for his scholarships. “It was very
exciting for me to receive these and other
awards. For me, it was an indication that I
was on the right track and that my academic
and teaching efforts were noticed by the
department. This money also helped us to
pay off some of our bills. At that time, my
wife was a full-time student at Golden West
College and a full-time mom taking care of
our two daughters,” he said.

“I was very lucky to meet and work side
by side with such remarkable professors such
as the late Dr. Ken Marsi, Dr. Peter Baine, Dr.
Henry H. Po, Dr. Senozan, Dr. Li, Dr. Maricich
and others,” he remarked. “I consider time
spent at CSULB as the best time in my life.”

Honorees

Allergan, Inc.
Allergan, Inc., a multi-specialty health care company focused on discovering, developing and commercializing innovative pharmaceuticals,

biologics and medical devices, gave out two $3,500 undergraduate summer research fellowships for faculty-directed research during summer
2008. One was funded by the Allergan Foundation and the other was funded by Allergan Chemical Sciences. The fellowships were awarded to
Arti Patel, who is working in Dr. Paul Weers's biochemistry lab on apolipoproteins in connection with their ability to neutralize the endotoxin



Nancy Gardner Produces Podcasts
of Lab Techniques
By Stuart Berryhill

Coming soon to your laptop or iPhone—
videos of chemistry lab techniques! The
podcasts are being produced by Nancy
Gardner, a long-time lecturer in our
department, along with Walter Gajewski,
the coordinator of University Media
Technologies, at CSULB.

Instructors in begin-
ning chemistry courses
have long noted the
problems that students
have in mastering some
basic techniques. Now a
student can watch a
video of the technique
before coming to class
that shows how the
technique is performed
and emphasizes safety precautions. The videos have proven to be
an effective teaching tool for Chemistry 105 (Chemistry
Explorations) and Chemistry 111A (General Chemistry).

Nancy gave a talk to the Division of Chemical Education at
the spring American Chemical Society meeting that got a very
enthusiastic response. The response from the broader community
has also been enthusiastic. In April, one of the podcasts was the
second most popular science podcast on iTunes, and overall, more
than 10,000 hits were recorded during the first few months the
podcasts were posted. Inquiries have also streamed in from chem-
istry instructors and students worldwide.

The podcasts, which can be viewed at http://chemistry.
csulb.edu/chem105/vodcast/index.html, currently include lessons on
proper use of pipets as well as both vacuum and gravity filtra-
tion. The development of several more podcasts is being currently
supported by an internal grant from the CSULB Faculty
Development Center. Nancy and Jim Kisiel, from the Department



9

For the second year in a row, a Chemistry and Biochemistry
Department lecturer has received the Mayfield Award for
Outstanding Teaching in the College of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics at the Commencement ceremonies last May. The
2008 recipient was Dr. Ron Garber.

This annual award is sponsored by the college's student
council and was established 19 years ago at the suggestion of
members of the council to honor Darwin Mayfield, professor
emeritus of chemistry and biochemistry who retired that year at
the age of 70. It was designated the Mayfield Award to recognize
its first recipient.

“My classroom style is to
be energetic and highly mod-
ulated in my delivery, hoping
to keep everyone awake,”
Garber said. “In addition, I
try to make connections
between principles we study
and front page examples of
those subjects. Is ethanol a
practical substitute for gaso-
line? What’s the real deal
with regard to nuclear power?”

Garber teaches Chemistry
111A, which is the first
semester of the yearlong
General Chemistry sequence
required of all science majors
and pre-professional students.
The average class size is
around 125 students.

“The course is arguably the most difficult on campus,” admit-
ted Garber. “The difficulty is not intellectual in nature. We require
some minimal understanding of the subject matter as demonstrat-
ed by a previous passing grade on an introductory course or qual-
ifying exam. The trouble comes because a sizeable number of stu-
dents have not been asked to perform at a university level before
this, even in previous college classes.

“Much of our early class meetings are spent discussing over-
reaching with respect to course load, work hours or family obliga-
tions,” Garber continued, “Accepting responsibility for one’s situa-
tion is a sign of maturity missing in the group that has trouble.
Strangely, students who fulfill their part of the bargain find it
relatively easy to get at least a B in the class.

“I was stunned by the announcement that I had won the
Mayfield,” Garber commented. “I tend to polarize my students,
and there are enough of the disaffected around at the end of any
semester that I never expect to win a popularity contest. Also, I
shared an office with Darwin Mayfield for several years, and he’s
one of the classiest people I’ve ever known at CSULB. It’s an
honor to have my name associated with his.”

Stephen Mezyk, an associate professor of chemistry and bio-
chemistry, was honored with the 2008 Distinguished Faculty
Scholarly and Creative Achievement Award, just one year after
receiving the Distinguished Faculty Teaching Award.

Ask Mezyk for the key to his research success and he’ll tell
you it’s student involvement. A physical chemist with interests in
energy and the environment, Mezyk has worked with 18 under-

graduate and graduate students at CSULB to conduct cutting-
edge research that focuses on the study of free-radical reactions
with drinking water contaminants. He is currently working with
nine students on removing cancer-causing mutagenic nitrosamines—
chemical compounds that have been turning up in water in small
amounts. They are performing their research at CSULB as well as
national laboratories and universities throughout the country.



associate dean of the School of Letters and
Science, acting dean of the College of
Natural Sciences and, in 2001-03, as the
acting dean of Undergraduate Studies. She
is especially proud of her work with com-
mittees in developing educational policies
and in promoting effective advising. People
using the faculty handbook may have seen
her name as one of the people responsible
for developing and updating the handbook.
From 1992-95, she was the chair of the
Academic Senate. Her distinguished service
as a faculty leader earned her the Nicholas
Perkins Hardeman Academic Leadership
Award in 1995, the highest honor the fac-
ulty can confer to one of its members. She
also delivered the prestigious Legacy
Lecture in 1992.

Dr. Goldish’s “Last Lecture” was titled
“Chemistry and the Chemistry (and
Biochemistry) Department, Then and Now”
and provided a perspective on the alchemy
and people that created a vibrant depart-
ment. In it she said, “If you have read
Malcolm Gladwell’s The Tipping Point, you
know how he identifies a point at which
there was a substantial change from one
state to another. I see the 1950s as a tip-
ping point in chemistry. We were fortunate
in starting out with a faculty ready to
work with the `new’ chemistry."

In April 2008, the Peterson Hall 3
building was closed to begin demolition
and ultimately the construction of the new
Hall of Science. The building served the
college for 46 years, having opened in
1962. The college marked the occasion
with a wake in early June, when several
current and former faculty members remi-
nisced about the history of the building
and its denizens. While space prevents
relaying those reminiscences in this issue, I
invite our readers to send their own mem-
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Roger Acey
We’re back…I’m sorry for having missed

last year’s newsletter. It’s been a very exciting
year for us. We had two patents issued, one
U.S. and one international. The patents
describe a novel technology for removing
and recovering toxic or precious heavy metals
from water. In addition, Dr. Richard Kanner
(a former graduate student of Dr. Berryhill)
and I submitted a patent application
describing a point-of-use medical device for
removal of mercury-based preservatives from
clinical products. We are now actively
searching for external funding to commer-
cialize our technology.

I’m sure many of you remember us as
“Artemiologists,” investigators using brine
shrimp to study embryonic development.
However, we are now a stem cell lab. We
are using the cells to study the role of
butyrylcholinesterase in both neuron devel-
opment and the progression of Alzheimer’s
Disease (AD).

Drugs currently used in the treatment of
AD target butyrylcholinesterase. Dr. Nakayama
and his students have synthesized a series of
organic phosphates that we have been test-
ing as potential butyrylcholinesterase

Back row, standing from left: Dr. Xianhui Bu, Dr.

Christopher Brazier, Dr. Eric Marinez,

Dr. Margaret Merryfield, Dr. Stephen Mezyk,

Dr. Dorothy Goldish, Dr. Marco Lopez, Dr. Paul Buonora, Dr.

Peter Baine, Dr. Kasha Slowinska, Dr. Krzysztof Slowinski,

Dr. Dennis Anjo and Dr. Ken Nakayama.

Front row, sitting, from left:

Dr. Robert Loeschen, Dr. Paul Weers, Dr. Tom Maricich, Dr.

Jeffrey Cohlberg, Dr. Douglas McAbee,

Dr. Nail Senozan and Dr. Brian McClain.
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inhibitors. The results have been startling;
the compounds are potent, highly specific,
irreversible inhibitors of butyrylcholinesterase.
Dr. Nakayama and I have submitted a patent
application describing the compounds.

I am happy to report that my senior
graduate students have completed their
research and are writing their theses. Wafa
Mana’s project focused on expression of
butyrylcholinesterase during neuron differen-
tiation and how phthalate esters interact
with the enzyme. Chad MacArthur’s research
involved measuring the inhibitory activity of
Dr. Nakayama’s compounds on butyryl-
cholinesterase and their effect on neuron
development. The results of Wafa’s and
Chad’s research were the basis of a proposal
recently submitted to Autism Speaks.

Rebecca Graziano, Dani Tsuboi and David
Jang, all undergraduates, have been working
with derivativSmolbEV‘bSrXaKUa







research success over these past few years
and to focus these interests for the future.
Once again, I anticipate another outstanding
year to come!

Michael Meyers
This year has been another exciting and

productive year for my research group. We
published a review paper in the journal
International Immunopharmacology and have
another paper accepted in the journal PLOS
ONE on my lab’s collaborative work with Dr.
Jadus at the VA center. I continue to work
on our CSULB funded NSF (National Science
Foundation) MRI (Major Research
Instrumentation) grant while finishing my
CSUPERB (California State University Program
for Education and Research in Biotechnology)
Faculty-Student Collaborative Research Seed
Grant this year on the role of Maxi-K chan-
nels in a viral therapy for glioma cell cancer.
These grants have allowed me to continue
productive research collaborations and to
continue to publish our data.

Thanks go to all my undergraduate stu-
dents working on these projects this year:
Alexandria Brooks, Jimmy Pham, Gerald
Vandeusen, Angi Carelli and Ye Li. Thanks
also go to Dr. Linda Callahan of the Nursing
Department, who continues to work in my
group. I am happy to report that Jimmy
Pham has decided to stay in the lab and
work on his master’s degree in public health
in my laboratory.

I continue to work in the department
to do research in chemistry education. I
presented an abstract at the Sixth Annual
International Conference on Education earlier
this year in Honolulu, Hawaii, on my work
studying the use of eLearning by faculty to
facilitate student success. The work we are
doing involves assessing how faculty can use

Vasanthy Narayanaswami, known to her colleagues and friends as
Vas, hails from Chennai (formerly known as Madras), a sunny coastal city in South India.
She completed her undergraduate degree from Madras University and is a proud alumnus
of the Indian Institute of Technology (Madras), where she carried out her graduate studies
in biochemistry in the Department of Chemistry. Her graduate work investigated the role of
selenium in glutathione and hydroperoxide metabolism and in oxidative stress. She then
did post-doctoral training at the University of Dusseldorf in Germany with a fellowship
from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, an organization that actively promotes cul-
tural and scientific exchange of scholars. “This was one of the most exciting times in my
life,” recalls Vas. “I obtained further insights into oxidative stress research in Prof. Helmut
Sies’s laboratory, which established the foundation for my current research program. I also
had a fantastic time traveling and experiencing the rich cultural atmosphere around me in
Europe”.

After the short stint in Germany, Dr. Narayanaswami
then moved on to Edmonton, Canada, where she contin-
ued her post-doctoral training in lipoprotein research. The
transition from a place where she was accustomed to
ambient temperatures of 33 °C to one where -33 °C was
considered merely cold was indeed challenging, to state
it mildly. Staying indoors most of the time and broaden-
ing her research horizon as a post-doc was certainly one
way of dealing with the cold—which she did! However,
once she realized that she had to learn to deal with the
cold instead of battling it, her experience was more
enriching. The aurora borealis and the long daylight hours
during summer were phenomenal, and she remembers
those days fondly.

Dr. Narayanaswami comes to Long Beach from the
Bay Area in Northern California, where she was an assis-
tant scientist at the Children’s Hospital Oakland Research
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I would have never thought that I would be
visiting these places that I have read so
much about. To be there in person gives one
a different perspective of these countries.

Many of you came to my last seminar
on April 30 and also to the retirement
reception for Dr. Goldish and me a week
later. I would like to thank all of you for
taking time from your work and coming to
the seminar and the reception. In no particu-
lar order, I would like to thank the following
people for coming to my retirement: Gian
Gacho Grant, Dr. Silvero Arano, Dr. Kedy Ying
Jao, Nick Jones, Ted Nguyen, Dr. David Anvar,
Ming Yuan, Dr. Ximeng Wang, Gary
Tietavainen, Dr. Kenneth Huang, George and
John Liarakos, Danute Basiulis, Dr. Dmitry
Pervitsky, Josephine Yee, Dr. Steve Jones,
Janet Kiang Tsukamoto, Melanie Concepcion
Gonzales and Dwayne Ishida. The flowers
that were sent to the seminar were from Dr.
Jao and those sent to the reception were
from Huilin Huang. Thank you both for your
thoughtfulness.

I also received many cards and e-mails
with well wishes and kind words from as
far as Heidelberg (Dr. Chosu Khin), New
Hampshire (Jeffrey Masse), Ithaca (Professor
Janet Hunting), Hong Kong (Dean and
Professor Wai-Kwok Wong) and New York
City (Professor Alexander Greer). Well wishes
from Mrs. Jensen, Atty. Linda Sarno,
Professor Robert Bau (USC), Huilin, and Gian
were also received. I shall treasure all the
kind gestures and supports from all of you.

Since PH-3 has been demolished and is
going to be replaced with a state-of-the-art
science building, I neither have an office nor
a lab, now. However, I am still doing QC cal-
culations, but in Dr. Li’s lab. She has provid-
ed me with space for my PCs. My most
recent publication, “Electrochemical Oxidation
of 2-Pyrimidinethiols and Theoretical Study
of Thiol Dimers, Disulfides, Sulfenyl Radicals,
and Tautomers,” appeared in the Journal of
Physical Chemistry, A 2008, 112, pgs. 1643 –
1655. There are two computational projects
that I have started before moving out of
PH3-204. One has to do with Fourier analy-
sis of the total rotational energy barriers of
small molecules and the other is on the
stabilities of realgar and its invertmer. An
undergraduate student is helping me with
these calculations, and I hope to complete
them soon.

hard during the spring and summer of 2008
on some chiral organophosphorus synthesis.
Graduate student Eunice Cheung has made
major progress in her synthetic methods proj-
ect and will be completing her work by the
end of 2008. Meanwhile, graduate student
Ricardo Gallardo has been working on
aminophosphonate synthesis, and we are close
to publishing our preliminary findings. The
work of graduate student Long Nguyen, who
joined our group in the spring semester of
2007, involves the resolution of a library of
chiral phosphates and is also slowly gaining
momentum.

I have been involved during the past year
in teaching the advanced organic laboratory
course (Chem 420), which has been revamped
several times, now. I continue to try and
incorporate reactions from the literature into
the course curriculum to give students an
opportunity to experience "real-world" chal-
lenges.

On a personal note, our daughter Karissa
(nine years old) is a very articulate child with
command of both English and Japanese.
Judging from her interests, her future goals
seem to vacillate between becoming either a
clothing designer or a shark biologist. Our
son Kendall (six years old) is getting very



Most of you know that my early research
was on the reaction kinetics and mechanisms
of inorganic reactions and electrochemistry
of inorganic complexes; however, nine years
ago I decided to take on a new area, com-
putational chemistry. On a sabbatical leave,
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• Ajami, D., M.P. Schramm, J. Rebek. 2008.
Translational Motion Inside Self-Assembled
Encapsulation Complexes. Tetrahedron. In
press, DOI: 10.1016/j.tet.2008.06.108,

Dr. Young Shon
• Shon, Y.S., H.Y. Choi, M.S. Guerrero, C.

Kwon. 2008. Preparation of Gold Nano-
Island Arrays from Polymer-Nanoparticle
Multilayer Films. Polymeric Materials:
Science and Engineering. 99, 208-209

• Shon, Y.S., D. Choi, J. Dare*, T. Dinh*. 2008.
Synthesis of Nanoparticle-Cored Dendrimers
by Convergent Dendritic Functionalization
of Monolayer-Protected Nanoparticles.
Langmuir. 24, 6924-6931.

• Choo, H., S.R. Isaacs, A. Small, S. Parmley,
Y.S. Shon. 2007. Chemical and Heating
Treatments of Ionic Monolayer-Protected
Clusters (IMPCs) with Different Surface
Counter Anions. J. Colloid Interface Sci.
316, 66-71.

• Shon, Y.S., D. Choi. 2007. Dendritic
Functionalization of Metal Nanoparticles for
Nanoparticle-Cored Dendrimers. Current
Nanoscience. 3, 245-254 (Invited review).

Dr. Eric Sorin
• Monticelli, L., E.J. Sorin, D.P. Tieleman, V.S.

Pande, G. Colombo. 2008. Molecular
Simulation of Multistate Peptide Dynamics:
A Comparison between Microsecond
Timescale Sampling and Multiple Shorter
Trajectories. J. Comput. Chem. In press, DOI:
10.1002/jcc.20935.

• Pande, V.S., E.J. Sorin, C.D. Snow, Y.M. Rhee.
2008. “Computer Simulations of Protein
Folding.” Chapter appearing in Protein
Folding, Misfolding and Aggregation:
Classical Themes and Novel Approaches. Ed.
Victor Munoz, Royal Society of Chemistry-
Biomolecular Sciences.

Dr. Paul Weers
• Wong, K., J.A. Beckstead, D. Lee, P.M.M.

Weers, E. Guigard, C.M. Kay, R.O. Ryan.
2008. The N-Terminus of Apolipoprotein A-V
Adopts a Helix Bundle Molecular
Architecture. Biochemistry. Accepted for
publication.

• Nguyen, T.S., P.M.M. Weers, V. Raussens, Z.
Wang, G. Ren, T. Sulchek, P.D. Hoeprich,
R.O. Ryan. 2008. Amphotericin B Induced
Interdigitation of Apolipoprotein Stabilized
Nanodisk Bilayers. Biochem. Biophys. Acta.
1778, 3033-312

Paul Weers
The Weers research group aims to gain

insight in structural and functional aspects
of apolipoproteins in lipid transport
processes and innate immunity. We use
the insect apolipoprotein, apolipophorin III
as a model system because of the struc-
tural resemblance with human apolipopro-
teins, availability of high-resolution struc-



Robert B. Henderson Award

Dr. Henderson was a member of the
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
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Casandra Cox

Departmental Awards

Thi Dao

Subject Area Awards

Greer McMichael

Van Buzzo

Chung Ping Leon Wan

Wei Xu

Yi An

Freshman Chemistry Award:
Thi Dao

American Chemical Society,
Polymer Chemistry Award:
Jason Alvarez

American Chemical Society,
Analytical Chemistry Award:
Casey Curran

Organic Chemistry Award:
Sarav Patel

Inorganic Chemistry Award:
Casandra Cox

Merck Award in Organic Chemistry:
Thomas Combahee

Biochemistry Award:
Casey Curran

Toni Horalek Award for
Departmental Service:
Christine Bradford

Hypercube Award:
Yi An

Departmental Undergraduate Honors:
Greer McMichael, Casey Curran and
Casandra Cox

Departmental Graduate Honors:
Van Buzzo and Wei Xu

American Institute of Chemists
Baccalaureate Award:
Casandra Cox

American Institute of Chemists
Graduate Award:
Wei Xu

American Institute of Biochemists
Baccalaureate Award:
Greer McMichael

American Institute of Biochemists
Graduate Award:
Chad McArthur

Graduate Dean's List of University
Scholars and Artists:
Chung Ping Leon Wan

Robert B. Rhodes Award:
Casandra Cox

Khalil Salem Award:
Greer McMichael

Initiated into Phi Beta Kappa:
Casey Curran, Amber Valencia and
Christopher Wostenberg

College & University Awards
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scholarships

Thomas Combahee

Sarv Patel
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Roger Acey
racey@csulb.edu

Dennis Anjo
danjo@csulb.edu

Peter Baine
pbaine@csulb.edu

Stuart Berryhill
sberryhi@csulb.edu

Christopher Brazier
cbrazier@csulb.edu

Xianhui Bu
xbu@csulb.edu

Paul Buonora
pbuonora@csulb.edu

Jeffrey Cohlberg
cohlberg@csulb.edu

Dorothy Goldish
goldish@csulb.edu

Lijuan Li
lli@csulb.edu

Robert Loeschen
loeschen@csulb.edu

Marco Lopez
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