
 

New MSEE Student FAQ  

1. I am a newly admitted MSEE student. What courses should I take during my first 
semester? 

 

For students starting after 2019, we recommend you take the five core courses: EE 508, EE 511, 
EE 531, EE 554, and EE 588, at your earliest opportunity. These are courses which must be taken 
by all MSEE students, and they can fill up quickly . Once you have  enrolled in as many core 
courses as possible, start looking at your elective options .  

2. Can I register for 400 -level courses as a graduate student?  
 

Yes, you can take up to two related 400 -level courses * to fulfill your elective requirements. 
Please reques t a permit from the EE office staff.   
 
*Please note: EE 400D (Design Project), EE 490 (Special Problems) and EE 405 (Special Topics) are not  accepted for 
credit in the MSEE program.  

3. Is the GWAR required?  
  

As of June 2022, GWAR (Graduate Writing Assessment Requirement) is still required for 
undergraduates, but it is no longer required for graduate students . 
  (or courses)  



 

5. I am trying to register for my deficiency course, but I’m receiving an error message 
stating that I am missing some lower division prerequisites. What can I do?  

 

Please contact the EE office staff  and request  a course permit.  

6. What is Academic Warning and how does it work?  
 

As a graduate student, you are required to maintain a 3.0 grade point average throughout 
your program. Students who fail to maintain the required GPA are placed on Academic 
Warning. If you find yourself in this situation, work closely with your academic advisor to devise 
a plan for resolving the issue. You will have two semesters to raise your GPA to 3.0. Failure to do 
so will result in disqualification from the university.  Please use this link for more information : 
https://www.csulb.edu/student -records/academic -standing -and -appeals  

7. Please explain Advancement to Candidacy and its requirements.  
 

After your first or second semester as a graduate student, you should  advance to candidacy. 
This is the process by which you choose your concentration and present the universit y with 
your academic plan for graduation. You must advance at least one semester before you 
apply to graduate. Other requirements for advancement are:  

�¾ You must have completed 9 units of the MSEE required courses with grade “C” or better  
�¾ You must have clear ed any deficiencies  
�¾ You must be in good academic standing (not on Academic Warning) with a minimum 

3.0 GPA 
�¾ You must be currently enrolled  

 
Please work closely with your academic advisor to monitor your progress towards graduation. 
We recommend you advance to candidacy as early as possible in your desired semester 
since processing can take a few weeks.  

 

Concentrations   

1. Power, Control Systems  
Faculty:  Amiri, Chassiakos, Lee, Mozumdar, Yeh   

2. Electronics, Digital Systems  
Faculty:  Ary, Hedayatipour, Kho o, Lee, Mozumdar, Teng, Wagdy, Wang  

3. Communications, Digital Signal Processing , Machine Learning   
Faculty:  Ahmed, Chang, Kwon, Yeh  

 

8. What are the differences between the Comprehensive Exam track  and the Thesis 
track ? When must I choose?  

 



When you apply for advancement to candidacy, you’ll be asked to choose either the Thesis 
or the Comprehensive (“Comp”) Exam track. Your chosen track represents your culminating 
experience as a graduate student. Choose your track as early in your program as possible, as 
this will help you form your academic plan. Requirements for each track are as follows:  
 
MSEE Comp Exam track  (30 total units) : 
�¾ 



 

9. When are the Comp Exams held and how do I register?  
 

Comp exams are held on the first Friday in March  and the first Friday in October . A few weeks 
prior to the exam date, the EE department will 



12. 



 

Resources  
 

Graduate Student Success Center (GSSC)  
COE Graduate Program Coordinator : Dr. Feike Leij  
Feike.Leij@csulb.edu  
562.985.5119 
COE Senior Graduate Academic Specialist : Ms. Helen Yohannes Abeye 
helen.yohannes@csulb.edu  

Electrical Engineering Department  
EE Department  Chair : Dr. Ebrahim Amiri  
Ebrahim.Amiri@csulb.edu  
562.985.1517 
EE Graduate Advisor : Dr. Hossein Jula 
Hossein.Jula@csulb.edu  
Administrative Support Coordinator : Ms. Rowena Moore  
Rowena.Moore@csulb.edu  
562.985.8050 
Administrative Support Assistant : Ms. Dyani Park  
Dyani.Park@csulb.edu  
562.985.8043 

Library Information & Support EN2 -109 
COE Librarian
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