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$ 36 NHOHW R Q¥ourStdtement of Purpose Essay

Is this you? <RXYfYH UHDG WKH HVVD\ SURPSW FDUHIXOO\ DQG \RX K
include in your essaBut \RXTUH QRW VXUH KRRXWWR H OV NXE®@BKMK URMD I LUV W
3ZKHUH GR , PHQWLRQ P\ ILH&RZRRINQHN [SIHWDR HOQOIFFK 2 B/R R XEXHE \ RW K
just completely overwhelmed with the very idea of writing a statement. You have no idea where to begin.

DRQYW ZR UHik\handout can help . 7 KH U HorlywoR€d[correct way to write a statement. And
many programs have specific instructions for their essays (if so, foltms& thstructiongxactly). But all

writing is a matter of making choices, and each choice has pros and cons. For example, teyapage and

D KDOI WDONLQJ DERXW \RXU UHVHDUFK H[SHULHQFHV \RXfOO K
SURJUDP \RXfUH DSSO\LQJ WR

from advisors, other students, the internet, and the program
itself 2 about what the program is looking for.

Always remember: "KHQHYHU \RX ZULWH DQ\WKLQJ \RX VKreadii<&z DV N
Why will they readit? How can | give my readers the information that they want/ndedtyrad school

admissions, your readers are the admissions comrhitegrired faculty Q WKH GHSDUWPHQW \RX
7KH\ ZDQW WR NQRZ tfor\tReX froddarby aLRj&Gs toLs\ow them that you are.

Below is a paragraphy- SDUDJUDSK 3VNHOHWRQ ~ RU VFDIIROG IR® FRQVWI

1. The Introduction Paragraph
There are two basic options for writing this paragraph: (1) direct and (2) anecdote (see examples belo
Your readers are busy. They have to read dozens of these essays) & QW ZDQW WR ERL
misdirect theminsteadkeep things short, simple, andttee-point. So, | almost always recommend
option 1.This option alwaysvorks becausaeRXJOO DGG GHWDLOV LQ RWKHU SDL

+RZHYHU IRBH@WRSOGIK SURIHVYV leBuQatontsodial woik,2ahgedfgdl) H
might want to include a human element, such as a demonstration of your bedside manner or your skill
working with students/clients. If so, option 2 might be a good choice (but remember, you can insert the
human elem

perfectlyOK.

Option 2: Anecdote. (this example is adapted from an essay for a physical therapy [PT]
program)3:KHQ , ILUVW VW D dhwhel BT fioBr O li@apitdlHn lagsignment was to
assist the lead therapist wibhsicexercises for trauma victimbly first patient, call her Maria,

! This point is based on the advicelafiry McEnerneyJoseph Williams, & others associated with the UChicago Writing Program.
2)RU D JRRG EULHI GLVFXVVLRQ RI 3ILWiSseg HfilasSiStieHsEaduatd S@@HMBplication Précéss
S&RQIXVLQJO\ D 3VWDWHPHQW RI SXUSRVH" LV DOVR VRPHWLPHY FDO@HGE D 3S
WR ZKDW , FDOO D 2 GarYhfbloivthal difieranD R el d?dtht@ents, sahis page odmissions Essays




came in with a leg that had been badly injured in a car accldenprognosis looked grim: |
GRXEWHG LI VKHYG HYHU ZButoher hé DexiFeydraMhhoRtSW hBIp&dDhe H
therapistdirectMaria through various exerciseand as time went on, she made rapid
improvement. When [ finally saw her walk up the stairs unassigsitéelt so inspired byhe ole
that | had playeih herrecovery.Realizing how much good | can do foeople through PT

makes me certain thTfiv WKH ULJKW FDUHHU IRU PH ~

2. The Education Paragraph

Describeyour educational experiences and how they prepared you to succeed in gradl$gsool.
paragraph


https://projectgraduateschool.wordpress.com/2011/03/03/the-a-graduate-school-essay/

3. The Experience s Paragraph(s)
Describekey professional experiensgesearchglinical experiencg shadowingpublication, teaching,
TA-ing, leadershipgconference presentatiorns, volunteeringelevant to your field of study/graduate
program. Talk about the experiences in more detail than yéumé allows
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